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Protecting and maintaining the
unique environmental qualities
of Michigan’s Upper Peninsula
by educating the public and
acting as a watchdog to
industry and government.

By Connie Sherry
The frost was just melt-

ing off the rooftops one early 
June morning when Linda 
Rulison and I drove north 
from Houghton. We were 
making our way to the Cop-
per Harbor/Grant Township 
School at the invitation its 
students to see their science 
projects.  

Linda, president of 
FOLK (Friends of The Land 
of Keweenaw), and I had 
been on the committee that 
had recommended award-
ing a UPEC Environmental 
Studies grant to that school, 
one of a total of six grants 
awarded in 2012. We were 
eager to meet the students 
and see their work.

Copper Harbor was 
hushed that time of the 
year in stark contrast to the 
crowds of  tourists, campers, 
bikers, and people on their 
way to Isle Royale that would 
descend on this tiny commu-
nity in just a few weeks. The 
lilacs were in full bloom here 
though they had finished 
blooming the week before in 
Houghton, only forty-four 
miles to the southwest.

Otter. . . . . . . . . .See Page 4 Students and environmental education instructors at Grant 
Township School on a frosty June morning (above), and adults 
learning about botany on a sultry July afternoon by the Otter 
River (below): all ages benefit from environmental education.

Top photo by Connie Sherry; bottom photo by David Clanaugh

Copper Harbor 
students study
watersheds

Copper Harbor. . .See Page 3 

Human impacts 
degrade Otter

Learning a 
new politics

Learning. . . . . . .See Page 5 

There is a magical place on the north shore of the 
Keweenaw Peninsula called Seven Mile Point (SMP). 
SMP contains 32 acres with nearly 2,000 feet of gor-
geous sand, bedrock, and cobble beach. SMP is a per-
fect place for swimming, agate picking, fishing, and 
sunbathing.

In 2001 SMP was about to be sold, developed, 
and forever put off limits to the public, so a local non-
profit group (the Northwoods Conservancy) managed 
to raise a big downpayment, convince several people 
to co-sign a loan, and thus began purchasing SMP. 
Now a big mortgage remains, but all that is needed is 
for 400 people to begin pitching in $10/month and 
the mortgage will be paid off over time so that SMP 
will be protected in perpetuity.

BE ONE OF THE 400!  If we all do a little, to-
gether we can accomplish a lot. We must reach  400 
by Dec. 31, and over 150 people had signed up by 
early September. Signing up is fast and easy to do by 
credit card or bank account! Just visit the Join Us page 
at www.northwoodsconservancy.org and click on the 
Monthly Sustainer link. Or skip the whole monthly 
thing and contribute $120 in one chunk. Informa-
tion about how to do this is also on their website.

For more information, stop by the visitor center in the Ahmeek Street-
car Station (four miles north of Calumet on US 41), email northwoodscon-
servancy@gmail.com or call 906-370-9022 or 906-337-0782.

By Editor David Clanaugh
During election season it’s 

easy to become disheartened 
as both major parties pan-
der to big money and short-
change long-term environmen-
tal health, economic stability, 
and social needs. Despite all 
the polling, true listening and 
learning often seem to be ab-
sent during election seasons.

It’s thus appropriate that 
this issue of UP Environment 
features people young and old 
engaged in concrete educa-

By Doug Welker
More than a dozen folks 

paddled down the Otter 
River on July 28 in central 
Houghton County to check 
out the flora of the Otter 
River floodplain and delta 
and adjacent Otter Lake.

During this North 
Woods Native Plant Society 
field trip we also learned of 
the progression of the Otter 
River delta due to logging-
related erosion and other fac-
tors. The delta has gone from 
just a bump on the west side 
of the lake in 1938 to a huge 

Seven Mile Point offers excellent outdoor recreational opportunities for the 
public as well as an incredible natural environment. You can help keep it 
open to the public by making a monthly contribution.
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UPEC Officers, Board and Staff
President: William Malmsten
Vice President: Nancy Warren
Secretary: Sherry Zoars
Treasurer: Jon Saari

Board Members:
 David Allen Robert Evans
 Teresa Bertossi Connie Julien (Webmaster)
 Gabriel Caplett Connie Sherry Doug Welker

Staff: David Clanaugh, Newsletter Editor &
 Business/Communications Manager

About UPEC…
    The Upper Peninsula Environmental Coalition has over a 
35-year track record of protecting and seeking to enhance the 
unique environmental qualities of the UP through public edu-
cation and monitoring of industry and government. UPEC 
seeks common ground with diverse individuals and organiza-
tions in order to promote sound planning and management 
decisions for all the region’s natural resources.
     UP Environment is published four times a year and available 
online to share with family & friends. Send your comments 
or contributions to UPEC by standard mail at P.O. Box 673, 
Houghton, MI 49931, or e-mail us at upec@upenvironment.
org. You can also visit us at www.upenvironment.org

Stewards recognized:
LS Binational Forum honors Saari, Moran
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UP Environment is printed on process chlorine-
free, Forest Stewardship Council-certified, 100% 
post-consumer recycled paper produced by Cascade 
Papers. Cascade uses biogas to produce this paper.

Consider EarthShare payroll deduction to support UPEC
UPEC is a proud member of EarthShare of Michigan, an organization that allows working people to donate to environmental 

organizations through workplace giving campaigns. Each year EarthShare provides UPEC with critically needed funding for envi-
ronmental education and program operation.

If you would like to help UPEC receive more funding, consider letting your employer
know you want to participate in the EarthShare of Michigan giving option at your
workplace through the annual payroll deduction plan. For more information, please call 
1-800-386-3326 or visit www.earthsharemichigan.org

By Teresa Bertossi
In order to escape the cold, harsh winters of the north-

ern United States and Canada, the Monarch migrates south 
in the autumn. Monarchs in eastern North America mi-

grate to the Sierra Madre Mountains of Mexico, while those 
in western North America (west of the Rocky Mountains) 
over-winter in California.

The eastern population of Monarch butterflies—about 
150 million—migrate over 2,000 miles (about 75 miles a 
day) to over-winter in the oyamel fir-covered hillsides of the 
Sierra Madres from October through March. 

Home to a plethora of milkweed, the Midwest plays an 
important role in the life cycle and migration of the Mon-
arch. Since Monarchs travel such a long distance on their 
migration route, they tend to look for the shortest distances 
across open water—for this reason, Monarchs (as well as 
many migratory birds) often utilize peninsulas.

One such land funnel, the Stonington Peninsula, is 
found in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula and extends into Lake 
Michigan. Due to the abandonment of farms and lack of a 
major highway running through it, this peninsula remains 
mostly undeveloped and is therefore an excellent place to 
view migrating Monarchs from late August through early 
September. With picnic tables and a viewing tower, it is a 
nice place to spend a day with family and friends.

The arrival of the Monarchs at their wintering grounds 
in Mexico coincides roughly with the annual Mexican holi-
day, the Day of the Dead (Día de los Muertos), on Novem-
ber 2nd. The holiday represents a mix of both indigenous 
and Catholic traditions. This annual Mexican holiday is de-
rived from the Catholic All Soul’s Day, which we call Hal-
loween in the U.S. Adherents believe that death is simply a 
transition from one life to another and that the living and 
dead have the ability to communicate during this holiday. 
Leading regional indigenous groups, including the Maza-
hua and P’urhépecha (also often referred to as Tarascans) 
associate the migrating Monarchs with the returning souls 
of the dead.

UPEC’s Jon Saari recently re-
ceived the Lake Superior Binational 
Forum’s ninth annual  Environmen-
tal Stewardship Award. The forum 
recognized a total of three individuals 
and six groups from Michigan, Min-
nesota, Ontario, and Wisconsin.

The recognition of Saari, 72 of 
Marquette, cites his commitment 
over decades to UPEC and the Cen-
tral Lake Superior Land Conser-
vancy (now called the Upper Penin-
sula Land Conservancy). As UPEC 
president (2001-2010), he initiated 
outreach to school children and art-
ists, and balanced the hard work of 
environmental advocacy with an 
annual festival Celebrating the UP 
as Home.  His contribution to the conservancy lay in chair-
ing its stewardship committee, in particular expanding its scope 
toward working-forest conservation easements. As an NMU 
historian (1972-2005) Saari helped students recognize that eco-
logical processes are the ultimate frame for human history. He 
has written essays, some for the Marquette Mining Journal, on 
various topics, from trout fishing in Austria to the inadequacy of 
Michigan’s non-ferrous mining laws.

Another central UP resident, Chauncey Moran of Big Bay, 
also won this award. Friends call the 62-year-old retiree “River 
Walker,” since he has actively served as part of a nationwide 
corps of volunteers who monitor rivers, lakes, and wetlands 
for pollution and its effects. For the last four years, Moran has 
regularly visited about 20 spots along the Yellow Dog River in 
northern Marquette County, doggedly compiling statistical and 
photographic records of human and natural conditions using 
numerous scientific tests and observations. His primary goal is 

to develop benchmarks that could 
signal dangerous trends in the fu-
ture, especially with efforts to op-
erate nonferrous metallic sulfide 
mines in the region.

The Lake Superior Binational 
Forum’s awards program pays trib-
ute to activists who have demon-
strated a commitment to environ-
mental stewardship through out-
standing leadership in one of five 
categories: Youth, Individual Adult, 
Business, Tribe, or Organization. 
These award recipients from around 
the Lake Superior basin were cho-
sen by a binational panel of judges.  
They have accomplished significant 
and successful actions that mini-

mize negative impacts or restore the natural environment in the 
Lake Superior basins

Corrections from last issue
In the Summer 2012 issue of UP Environment, Doug Welk-

er’s article “Birds and Brush: the unique ecosystem of Manitou 
Island,” incorrectly stated that the land at the east tip of the 
island, where the lighthouse is located, is owned by the Nature 
Conservancy. The correct owner is the Keweenaw Land Trust.

Welker omitted pointing out that chartering a boat to shut-
tle birders to and from the island for raptor studies is very ex-
pensive. While volunteers pay some of the cost, most is paid by 
the Copper Country Chapter of the Audubon Society.

Also the Summer 2012 UP Environment had an incorrect 
spelling of Evelyn Wood’s name in Teresa Bertossi’s front-page 
article about piping plovers in the Grand Marais area. The cor-
rect spelling is Evelyn Wood, not Evelyn Woods.

Jon Saari

UP’s Stonington Peninsula a funnel for Monarchs

Because Monarchs travel such a long distance on their migration 
route, they look for the shortest distances across open water. For 
this reason, Monarchs (as well as many migratory birds) often 
utilize peninsulas such as the Stonington in Michigan’s UP.

Photo by Teresa Bertossi
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(Please complete and give this to a UPEC board member or mail to UPEC, Box 673, Houghton, MI 49931)

Name:                                                                                     I’d like to make an additional contribution
to the following fund (s):

Email:                                                                                     

Address:                                                                                $______ UPEC Land Acquisition/Protection

City/State:                                                                             $______ UPEC Environmental Education Grants

Zip                                                                                          $______ UPEC Outreach Fund

Phone:                                                                                     $______ UPEC MCCF Endowment Fund*

Name of Person providing gift membership: _____________________________________________

I’d like to support the goals of UPEC by enclosing a contribution for (please check one):

__________ Regular Membership ($20) * If you want your contribution to go directly 
to the Marquette County Community Foundation, 

__________ Supporting Membership ($50)                               put UPEC Fund on the memo line and make it out
to the foundation.  We will forward the check

__________ Student/Low Income Membership ($15) to them. OR you can make your contribution
directly to UPEC.  We are a 501(c)(3) nonprofit

__________ General Unrestricted Contribution                         organization and your contributions are tax
deductible. THANKS! A UPEC membership and

__________ Gift Membership newsletter subscription make a great gift. Just
   (include information above) provide the details and we will gladly do the rest.

(Email & Phone are optional)

Consider enclosing a note 
with feedback about this

newsletter & UPEC’s work.

     Thanks to you and Econo Foods, UPEC has earned several 
hundred dollars over the past few years by submitting grocery 
receipts collected by UPEC members. That amount represents 
1% of total gross receipts from all the slips.
     That may not seem like a lot, but when you’re a non-profit 
organization every little bit helps. Of course, that amount could 
be even higher this year if more of us were to save our slips and 

send them in!  For a family that spends $100/week on groceries 
at Econo, this would translate into $50 of annual support for 
UPEC.
     Either save receipts throughout the year and mail them to 
us, or give them to a UPEC board member -- whichever is more 
convenient. It’s one of the easier low-cost ways you can offer 
your support. Thanks!

Don’t forget those Econo Foods slips -- a slow & steady way to support UPEC!

Yes!  I want to join UPEC in making a difference

Students: Mondays beckon with hands-on science

Different ways to support UPEC
     Consider contributing to UPEC in honor or mem-
ory of a special friend or loved one.
     When you make a gift on behalf of another person, 
we will send an acknowledgement of the gift to that 
person or his/her family, so enclose mailing informa-
tion. When you contribute on behalf of someone else, 
encourage them to become a UPEC member through 
your gift.
     Do  you or someone you know have an upcoming 
wedding? Consider making it a “green wedding” by des-
ignating UPEC as an honor gift recipient. UPEC has a 
PayPal link at its website that you can use for this.

Remembering & honoring those 
who share stewardship values
UP Environment provides a place to remember and 
honor people dear to us in the name of environmental 
protection and stewardship. Your gift in honor of or 
memory of others allows them to continue participating in 
UPEC’s work. If you want your contribution to honor or 
remember someone, please provide relevant information 
with that contribution.

In Memory of Larry Haack by Family & Friends

In Memory of David Tiller by Margaret Scheffer

In Honor of Chris Burnett by Sarah Dean

Diane Trudgeon met us at the school and introduced us 
to the five students attending that day (out of the total of six 
enrolled). Diane has taught many grades in this one-room 
schoolhouse since 1980 and makes the 30-mile trip from her 
Mohawk home each school day. She told us that the number 
of students there has varied in the last few years from six to 
eight. Students this year were from Grades 1-6.

Diane loves teaching all subjects, including music, and the 
low student-teacher ratio helps each student get the one-on-
one time each may need. She said that with the new state and 
federal education requirements, it is getting more difficult each 
year to teach all grades at once. Assistance from groups like 
UPEC and hands-on science lessons from naturalist and sci-
ence educator Lloyd Wescoat help fulfill these requirements.

The students greeted us and showed us their science jour-
nals. Then Lloyd joined us for the outdoor excursion we had 
all been anticipating. Lloyd, who works with the Western UP 
Center for Science and Environmental Outreach at Michigan 
Tech, has overseen the students’ outdoor study. Lloyd and her 
husband have a large tract of land behind the school which 
they keep in its natural state and make available as an outdoor 
learning lab for environmental education. She uses many of 

the lessons and resources available through the center to teach 
science in Copper Harbor several times a month.

The students traced the water flow through a beaver pond 
for us, then into a larger pond, a swamp, a stream and finally 
into Lake Superior. They examined and identified plants and 
wildlife in each habitat, explained the water cycle and iden-
tified animal tracks for us. The enthusiasm of the students 
seemed boundless. One student told us that Monday is her 
favorite day of school because it is science day.

Later on, back in the classroom, students showed us 
computer presentations that they had learned to prepare. 
The presentations focused on each student’s topic in turn.  
At the end of each presentation we were asked if we had any 
questions (we did!) before the next student started.

After numerous hugs and good byes we regretfully drove 
home after this delightful morning at Copper Harbor School. 
Linda and I agree that the commitment of these teachers has 
produced a group of well-informed students who will very 
likely continue a lifetime of curiosity about the world around 
them. We hope that UPEC will be able to continue the Envi-
ronmental Grants program, and we thank everyone who has 
contributed to this fund. It was gratifying to see that money 
so well spent on children in our Upper Peninsula.

Copper Harbor . . .  .  .  . . . . . . . . . .Continued from Page 1

The Michigan Tech Great Lakes Re-
search Center will host the first Lake Supe-
rior Water Festival on Friday, Oct. 5. The 
festival will involve 800-1000 students in 
grades four through eight from the UP’s five 
western counties. Earlier this year, UPEC 
lent its support to the festival through an 
Environmental Education Grant to the 
Western UP Center for Science, Math-
ematics & Environmental Education.

The festival will present a wide vari-
ety of STEM (science, technology, engi-
neering, and math) topics related to the 
Great Lakes, as well as art and music. The 
festival will introduce students to a wide 
variety of Great Lakes and STEM career 
fields, encourage Great Lakes steward-
ship, and showcase the new MTU Great 
Lakes Research Center. There will be a 
morning and afternoon session with four 
35-minute activities for the students with 
at least one hands-on session.

Presenters will include Michigan 
Tech faculty, graduate and undergradu-
ate students, and representatives from 
resource agencies and the community. 
Musicians, artists, historians, scientists, 
and engineers will help students to better 

understand the Great Lakes through their 
various perspectives.

If you would like to assist with the fes-
tival and would like to learn more, please 
contact Joan Chadde by phone at 906-
487-3342 or email at jchadde@mtu.edu.

For seven straight summers of their wood turtle survey along the Ontonagon River vol-
unteers Nancy and Al Warren have encountered “410,” a female who is 33 years old.

Photo by Al Warren, Spring 2012

UPEC supports 
Tech’s 1st annual 
Lake Superior 
Water Festival

-
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A UPEC board member from the organization’s early 
days recently passed away. Larry Haack, 98, died on Friday, 
June 8 at his Escanaba home.

Haack was born in Milwaukee and graduated from the 
University of Michigan with a forestry degree before spend-
ing some time in the Civilian Conservation Corps. He served 
in the U.S. Army during World War II and was employed by 
the State of South Carolina in forestry for two years before 
joining the U.S. Forest Service in 1947 where he started out 
in the Chequamegon National Forest. In 1952 he moved his 
growing family to the Wayne-Hoosier National Forest where 
he became a district ranger. He transferred to Escanaba in 
1963 to work in the Hiawatha National Forest supervisor’s 
office until retirement in 1974. After retirement he became 
involved with UPEC, playing a key role in regional wilder-
ness designation. Haack belonged to Bethany Lutheran 
Church and the Golden K Kiwanis Club of Escanaba.

Bessemer native and Michigan Tech graduate Fred Lin-
telmann fondly recalled working with Haack in the USFS.  
Lintelmann cut his teeth as a junior ranger under Haack’s 
mentorship in the Wayne-Hoosier National Forest in south-
ern Ohio before Haack moved north to the UP.

“I met Larry when I traveled from the UP of Michigan 
to Ironton, Ohio to take my first job with the forest service,” 
Lintelmann said.  “This was a bit of a culture shock for me.  
They don’t speak ‘Yooper’ in southern Ohio!  But Larry, with 
his considerable experience, and his wife Lorraine, being 
from the UP herself, made the transition easy for me. Larry 
was an excellent trainer.  In my formative two-plus years with 
the forest service he made sure I experienced every job that 
was available in the district – and he followed up to make 
sure I did them right!”

“Larry was a conservationist and environmentalist for 
sure,” Lintelmann added. “That outlook permeated his ac-
tivities both on and off the job.” Lintelmann said Haack had 
a very concrete and grounded sense of environmentalism 
that translated into everyday practices and also reflected his 

devotion to family and deep 
Christian faith.

“He would get upset 
about a neighbor mowing the 
lawn with a noisy and pollut-
ing gas-powered mower,” Lin-
telmann said. “Larry would be 
out there with a non-motor-
ized push reel mower. He also 
was an avid gardener – both 
vegetables and flowers virtu-
ally filled his backyard until 
just a few years ago.”

Lintelmann said Haack’s 
son Paul has particularly car-
ried forward his father’s love of 
the outdoors and concern for environmental issues. Accord-
ing to Lintelmann, Paul Haack is a teacher who has worked 
in the environmental field who has also been an activist with 
a life of many outdoor adventures.

Haack is survived by his wife Lorraine, daughter Nancy 
(John) Ward, sons Paul (Marcia) Haack and Mark Haack, 
three grandchildren, seven great-grandchildren, several nieces 
and nephews, friends, neighbors, and UPEC members who 
share fond memories of his work with the organization.

Memorials can be directed to the Salvation Army, the 
ELCA World Hunger Program, or UPEC. UPEC board 
members would like to thank Haack’s family and friends 
for the very generous gift made in his memory. The An-
derson Funeral Home in Escanaba (www.andersonfuneral-
homes.net) is a way to contact Haack’s family with condo-
lences and memorial gifts.

Contact Information for State Legislators
38th District Senator Tom Casperson
PO Box 30036
Lansing, MI 48909
517-373-7840        SenTCasperson@senate.mi.gov
110th District Representative Matt Huuki
PO Box 30014
Lansing, MI 48909
888-663-4031        MattHuuki@house.mi.gov
Go to www.legislature.mi.gov to contact other reps.

Early UPEC Board member Larry Haack passes away

Larry Haack

FOLK (Friends of the Land of Keweenaw) has upgrad-
ed its primary website (folkup.org) and now has a compan-
ion website (folkminingeducation.info).

The latter site has two purposes. First, it is the primary 
source of information on FOLK’s Mining Education and 
Empowerment Campaign. That campaign’s goals are “to 
ensure that new mining in the western Upper Peninsula 
will not place at risk the environmental, economic, and 
human health of the region and (to) empower our citizens 
to participate knowledgeably and effectively in the explo-
ration and permitting process for new mines in the West-
ern UP.”  Second, the site is to be a major repository for 
information on a vast array of mining-related topics.

The campaign will be launched formally this fall, with 
outreach and education being its primary foci. Follow the 
campaign on the campaign website.

FOLK launches websites in 
mining education campaign

Otter watershed suffers numerous human 
miscalculations; time to rehabilitate system
projection that now extends at least 1500 feet farther east 
– most of the way across the southern end of the lake. We 
also explored low floodplain areas near the river where the 
ground was bare from occasional flooding and intense earth-
worm compaction of the soil. The map just below on this 
page shows these various features.

Botanist Quita Sheehan pointed out common floodplain 
species such as boxelder, American elm, and various annual 

flowering plants such as jewelweed. Jewelweed is a natural 
treatment for the pain of poison ivy rash. It’s also known 
as touch-me-not, because when its seeds are ripe if you just 
touch the plant those seeds go flying at high speeds for sev-
eral feet. It’s a useful evolutionary trait for spreading seeds far 
from the parent plant.

Farther down the river we encountered a stately progres-

sion of large silver maple trees, uncommon in the western UP 
(they’re typically found farther south), but common here on 
the floodplain near the river. Some are well over two feet in 
diameter, with very shaggy bark. As the river approached the 
lake, stream-side vegetation changed to a dense willow thick-
et, and the sand-bottomed stream split into two branches as 
it entered the lake. In the lake Sheehan found a large number 
of aquatic species, including a native watermilfoil and many 
species of unimaginatively-named pondweeds. The aquatic 
vegetation seemed diverse and healthy, and group members 
did not find any invasive Eurasian watermilfoil.

At the river mouth, local resident and Friends of the 
Land of Keweenaw (FOLK) activist Dave Rulison pointed 

out what was quite apparent to all of us, that we were es-
sentially in the middle of the lake! Rulison explained that 
the only major stream to enter the lake was originally the 
Otter River until a local farmer blasted a channel to bring the 
nearby Sturgeon River into the lake to improve his property 
access. With the Sturgeon coming into the north end of the 
lake and then exiting a short distance away, it was depositing 
a large amount of sediment. This, combined with the ongo-
ing dump of sediment from the Otter River at the south end, 
was dramatically decreasing the lake’s depth.

The channel was eventually closed, and Otter Lake Di-
version Dam was built in 1975 to increase and maintain the 
lake’s size and depth. The dam was built in conjunction with 
the Sturgeon Sloughs Wildlife Area, a Michigan DNR proj-
ect with other partners. Harold Filpus, who owns cabins on 
the south end of the lake, doesn’t think that the dam will 
ever fail and that it does not inhibit fish migration because 
the water level is always high in spring and the fish ladder is 
working. Filpus thinks that the massive delta at the mouth 
of Sturgeon River in Chassell does inhibit migration because 
the river is so shallow that the fish do not pass through and 
come upstream to spawn. 

Rulison recounted how before increasing amounts 
of sand were washed into the river he fished many good 
holes in the stretch of river we paddled. Now we saw only 
a couple such holes. You may wish to read some musings 
by Ron Sadler (MTU Forestry grad, 1957) on how great a 
trout stream the Otter once was (http://blogs.mtu.edu/for-
est/2010/07/15/74/).

In its heyday, the Otter held Michigan’s last known pop-

Otter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Continued from Page 1

Otter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Continued on Page 5

The Otter River delta has aggressively expanded into the middle 
of Otter Lake and could divide the lake into two basins if on-go-
ing erosion upstream is not remedied. Roads, logging practices, 
and other human impacts have caused the erosion

Without specific action the river and 
lake will never recover. Unfunded 
or underfunded solutions. . .usually 
just remain ideas. 
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Children’s book about old-growth forest by 
Charlie Eshbach to benefit UPEC’s work

Sobering paddle through the Otter erosion zone

tional activities so as to develop themselves as steward citizens of 
our one world. Important work is happening all around us!

Yes, environmental education is vital so that people be-
come engaged, informed, and empowered citizens of our world: 
so they can begin developing what Michel Serres calls a natu-
ral contract and Bruno Latour calls a politics of nature. UPEC 
therefore enthusiastically supports environmental education 
through its grant program. This politics and contract will slow-
ly, but surely, lead to a radical democracy that recognizes and 
negotiates with the interconnected voices of all creatures. Even 
the non-living world speaks and acts – just as Hurricane Isaac 
recently demonstrated – and this must be taken into account.

Yet education is not enough. Most  teachers will tell you 
that students whose more basic needs are not being met strug-
gle to learn. Whether hungry, abused, or emotionally distressed, 
distracted and insecure youngsters make poor learners.

Although the reactionary attitudes we encounter in our re-
gion cause great frustration when trying to advance environmen-
tal goals, I have lately sought to respectfully interact with folks 
who might seem reactionary and unreachable. What I have found 

are deep wells of vulnerability, insecurity, resentment, and anger 
based in a sense of being misunderstood, disrespected, and ma-
nipulated – and sometimes I identify these things in myself! This 
emotional and cognitive chaos provides fertile ground for some 
corporations with their high-priced psychologists, PR gurus, and 
risk communication experts to channel those sentiments against 
environmentalists and environmentalism – despite often know-
ing little about either. An example is the signs around the region 
proclaiming, “Stop the whining. Start the mining.”

There is bullying tone behind these signs, yet I think we 
must employ strategies to engage, listen to, and provide an ex-
perience of deep valuing for folks who place these signs in their 
yards and invoke them in their minds. How, in other words, can 
we disarm this anger? We also must sincerely and assertively ask 
questions to understand the experiences and dynamics behind 
these perspectives – and then convey this understanding.

This is just one facet of the work of environmental healing 
before us. Just as we must work to heal the erosion that plagues 
the Otter River watershed, I think we are equally called to heal 
the erosion of human relations and the raw wounds in the social 
fabric that result from these tragedies in our one world.

ulation of Arctic Grayling, until their last sighting in 1936.
In summary,  Rulison noted, all of this manipulation of 

Otter Lake plus past poor or non-existent engineering of log-

ging road stream crossings and other human factors, as well 
as the sandy nature of riverbanks, continue to be major rea-
sons why large amounts of sand have entered the lake. Once 
much deeper, Otter Lake now bottoms out at less than 30 
feet. With time, the delta may progress far enough eastward 
to effectively divide the lake into two basins. 

The trip provided a great – and sobering – lesson in in-
teresting ecosystems and how human activity can negatively 
impact lakes and streams. Citizens recognized problems in 

the watershed well over a decade ago, with rehab projects 
taking place from 1999-2002 and a study of the watershed 
being done in 2000. That study received funding of nearly 
$200,000, most of which was spent for bridge work and 

bank stabilization in and near 
the bridge over the Otter’s west 
branch on Hazel Swamp Road.

An Otter River Rapid Water-
shed Assessment, in which FOLK 
and especially Rulison were in-
volved, took place in 2008. That 
study is online at ftp://ftp-fc.sc.
egov.usda.gov/MI/programs/
RWA/OtterRiverRWA.pdf ). It 
thoroughly characterized the Ot-
ter River drainage basin, identi-
fied problems (of which there are 
a multitude) and their causes, 
and suggested solutions. As part 

of the study, Rulison looked at stream crossings and kayaked 
the main branch of the river. He determined that significant 
erosion of sand banks continues to take place and may be the 
current major source of sand in the river.

Why this erosion is a bigger issue today than, say, 50 
years ago is a matter of debate, but without specific action 
the river and lake will never recover. Unfunded or under-
funded solutions that don’t lead to direct actions, however, 
usually just remain ideas while problems continue to grow.

Otter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Continued from Page 4

Ripples on the surface of the Otter River are mirrored by ripples in the sandy river bottom. This 
sand continues to project into the middle of the lake as a delta forms from erosion upstream.

Photo by Doug Welker

Charlie Eshbach, a long-time Michigan Nature Asso-
ciation worker and Michigan Tech forestry graduate, will be 
donating proceeds from his lat-
est book, Twig’s Guide, My Old 
Growth Forest, to UPEC. The 
photographer and children’s book 
author will donate $6 per book 
sold to help UPEC with its work.

For years Eshbach has had the 
desire to tell the story of how the 
forest grows as well as explain the 
challenge to care for it. “My task 
was to weave all the science into 
an interesting story that would 
pique the kids’ interest in forest 
ecology,” said Eshbach.

The story is told through 
Eshbach’s vivid photographs and 
a personified eastern white pine 
seedling, named “Twig” who 
sprouted and grew next to his 
grandpa, a stump that fell 80 
years ago. Twig grows up on the 
pages and tells the story of his family and the community 
they form as an old-growth forest.

Twig explains the 400-year history of his family and how 

the old-growth forest creates special habitats that support rare 
plants, beautiful orchids and a home for fawns. He clearly il-

lustrates how his forest cleans the 
air and water and produces oxygen 
playing an important part in the 
carbon cycle.

Twig compares his old-growth 
forest to a well-managed commer-
cial forest and shows the loggers’ 
selective harvesting, creating a tree 
farm. “This understanding of the 
importance of both types of forests 
is essential to the continued care 
and management of these valuable 
resources,” the author explains.

The book is designed as a field 
guide in which Twig has compiled 
a collection of photos of his fam-
ily and friends. Twig speaks to the 
reader as the story unfolds through 
his notes and monologue.

Twig ends his guide with the 
Leave No Trace (LNT) woods eth-

ic and the challenge to leave only footprints and take only 
photos.

You may purchase a copy online at www.kewtrav.com.
Learning requires emotional safety, assertive listening
Learning. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Continued  from Page 1

The Copper Country League of Women Voters 
(CCLWV) has three candidate forums scheduled for the 
fall election season. The CCLWV is working with the 
Keweenaw Chamber of Commerce on two of them. 

The first forum was held on Thursday, September 13 
at the Magnuson Inn’s Shelden Grill in Houghton. That 
forum was for local Houghton and Keweenaw County 
races. 

Then on Oct. 18 the CCLWV is partnering with the 
Chamber of Commerce again for a forum at the Shelden 
Grill with the candidates for the Michigan Legislature and 
the U.S. Congress.  They also may facilitate a discussion 
on the state ballot issue of collective bargaining, but that 
remains to be determined. 

The other coalition candidate forum CCLWV is involved 
in will be either  Sept. 21 or Sept. 28.  The CCLWV is 

waiting on confirmation of the date, and that forum will be 
at the Hancock Middle School in the evening. It will have 
local contested races and candidates for state representative. 
CCLWV has also invited the U.S. congressional candidates, 
but they haven’t confirmed yet.

If you have any questions you would like to suggest for 
the candidates, please send them to Kathy Flagstadt as soon 
as possible at kflagstadt@hotmail.com.  The CCLWV Voters 
Guide will be going out on Oct. 13. There are over 200 
races for Houghton and Keweenaw County plus numerous 
local ballot issues as well as the state ballot issues.

CC League of Women Voters hosts candidate forums
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From Iron River to Grand Marais: A busy summer of environmental education & protection

By Maggie Scheffer and Sara Basso
Seventy-three children, ages 6-15, and twenty adults at-

tended the UPEC-funded Aileen Fisher Environmental Day 
Camp at the Iron County Museum on Friday, Aug.. 10.

Volunteers from MSU Cooperative Extension, U.S. For-
est Service, the Timberwolf Alliance, educators, scientists, 
and lay people with backgrounds in environmental concerns 
offered workshops, providing real-world experiences and 

building awareness of a wide range of environmental topics.
The youngest children reused cardboard from cereal and 

cracker boxes to construct “Magic Recycled Wallets,” then 
put them to use with local museum currency, “Iron County 
Cash,” to make purchases from the museum gift shop. Other 
craft activities included repurposing print material to make 
bookmarks, and fashioning picture frames and jewelry with 
items from nature.

Participants also developed a time-
line illustrating rates of decomposition of 
trash items. It was surprising to note that 
often the things that have limited use 
(such as a Styrofoam cup) are the trash 
items that have the longest decomposi-
tion time or may be around indefinitely.

A popular activity involved making 
plaster casts of wolf tracks. Many par-
ticipants learned about wolf behaviors 
and social structure of a pack, as well as 
broadening their awareness of common 
misconceptions of wolves.

Older children took a walking tour 
of the Dober Mine Treatment System to 
learn how water from a mine pit, made 
acidic by mineral waste,  must be re-
stored to a neutral pH before entering 
the Iron River. They also walked the 
Apple Blossom Trail and learned how to 
identify two local invasive plants, non-
native species of buckthorn and hon-
eysuckle, and used several methods of 
eradication.

Renewable energies were demon-
strated through the construction of 
hand-held wind turbines and the use of 
solar cookers and ovens.

At the close of the day, participants 
were encouraged to think of themselves 
as environmental stewards (as in the ex-
ample of Aileen Fisher, naturalist, poet 
and children’s author who grew up in Iron 
River) and they developed pledges that re-
flect the impact of the day’s activities.

Children voiced widespread enthu-
siasm for another Environmental Day 
Camp to cap off the day!

By Teresa Bertossi
As part of a multi-partner Great Lakes regional recovery effort, the 2012 

Piping Plover monitoring season consisted of field-based conservation efforts 
that included beach surveying, nest protection and monitoring, salvage captive 
rearing, banding, habitat enhancement and protection, as well as public outreach 
and education.

Regionally this year, there were an estimated 58 breeding pairs (up by 4 pairs 
in 2011) that established 64 nests, and of the 193 chicks that hatched in the wild 
approximately 103 fledged. Although another successful plover season has wrapped 
up, plover protectors have a lot of work ahead of them before the Great Lakes piping 
plover can be delisted as an endangered species, especially considering recent bills 
passed in Michigan lifting long-standing protections of beaches and dunes.

The effort in Grand Marais, which was featured in the summer issue of UP 
Environment, had three breeding pairs of Great Lakes Piping Plovers this season 
and eight of ten chicks fledged. A Merlin took one fledged plover right in front of 
a volunteer, but the program was seven for 10 this year compared to three for 12 
last year, so doing much better.

Please join us in our efforts to protect the plovers in the coming years. This 
election year you can help by calling your representatives and letting them know 
that the Endangered Species Act should continue because it is helping to protect 
species like the Great Lakes Piping Plover, and that beaches and dunes are special 
ecosytems in need of special protections. Also, if you would like to volunteer next 
summer, contact the Upper Peninsula Land Conservancy at 906-225-8067.

A special thanks to all of the regional volunteers who worked to help make 
this year’s Piping Plover program a success; we hope to see you again next year!

Day camp engages 73 children at Iron County Museum

Animal pelts were a source of fascination for many of the youths participating in the 
Aileen Fisher Environmental Education Day Camp in Iron River on Aug. 10.

Piping Plover season encouraging 
during 2012 as over 100 chicks 
fledge around the Great Lakes

Pure Michigan
Piping Plover

Pleasure
Above a plover chick flaps to test its 
wings, while to the right volunteers 
gasp as they encounter and band a 
chick. Over 1000 volunteer hours were 
logged in the Grand Marais area as the 
program saw seven of 10 chicks make it 
through the season, compared to three 
of 12 last year.

Photos by Teresa Bertossi


